Abdominal aortic aneurysm repair--life insurance implications.
Aortic aneurysms can be managed surgically using an open graft replacement approach, or the less invasive approach, endovascular repair. The endovascular devices and patient selection methodology have evolved over the past decade. Intuitively, it would appear that the open approach affords a better long-term survival in low operative-risk individuals, but some current studies suggest otherwise. Until there are more long-term (20+ year) mortality studies that compare the open approach with the endovascular repair approach, we will not know with certainty how their survival outcomes compare.